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Children For Sale

by Lawrence T. Newman

The headlines from the Sudan were
moughtommanyonesstomadl For
a scant $15, a Sudanese child can be
boughtforahfepfnuserymmodem-
day slavery. Chlld selling is at epi-
demiclevels mematlonally Pluginto
the Internet, input "sale of children" or
"child trafficking," and you will get
over 500 hits on just the United Na-
-tions database. Where is the major
media coverage of -this monstrous
global mtastrophe" Nowhere to be
found. Today’s news reports detail
President Clinton's golf game, but
ignore the pllght of millions of our
world's chlldren, their lives and fu-
tures bartered and sold foramonetary
pmance
The United Nations Commission on
Human Rights has addressed the seri-
obal problem of the sale of
children inhundreds of different docu-
ments. In a report submitted by the
Special Rapporteur appointed in ac-
cordance with Resolution 1990/68,
the definition of “sale of children”
includes "a child transferred to an-
other person in exchange for a sum of
or other considerations which
donot oonsnmtethe price of the child
but which neverthelss represent un-
justified proﬁts " In-America, foster
care "repment(s) unjustified profits"
to agencies which profiteer from the
removal of children from theirhomes
and the continuing placement of these
children outside of permanent homes.
The profitability of foster care chil-
dren is the root cause of children
finding their permanent homes in the
penal system. Research documents
that 60-80% of the U.S. prison popu-
lation used to 'be child-wards of the
State, and there they leamed that their
lives had no meaning or worth to
anyone.

According to the UN. Special
Rapporteur, "The key (in defining the
sale of children) is the exploitation of
the child, which usually entails the

action of another benefiting from the
child in violation of his/her rights."
This is certainly the key to therapeutic
foster care, in particular, where chil-
drenarebilledout at rates whichreach
‘hundred of dollars a day. Foster care
agencies use poor and minority chil-
dren for heavy monetary gain. This
constitutesthe "saleof children, " whose
rights are violated as often as the
ocean's waves hit the shore.

In Indiana, foster children are held in
virtual bondage for anaverage of 3+ 5

"years versus the national average of
1.4 years! Indiana's foster childrenare
over 40% Black, while the African-
American population in Indiana is
about 8%! Foster children are from
poor and working poor families. Indi-
ana mirrors our national shame - a
classist, racist foster caresystemwhich
encourages the "sale of children" for
the sake of profits to those who are
supposed to protectithe children.

OnAugust 6, 1992, the United States
signed the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights (CCPR).
The CCPR expressly recognizes that
“the inalienable rights of all members
of the human family (including chil-
dren) is the foundation of freedom,
justiceand peaceinthe world." Where

_ are our foster childreg's inalienable

rights?
Foster care, and therapeutic foster
care, in particular, stand in direct

-violation of international law as es-
tablished in Article 7 of the CCPR,

which forbids "cruel, inhuman or de-
grading treatment or punishment. In
particular, no one shall be subjected
without his free consent to medical or
scientificexperimentation." Therapeu-
tic foster children are routinely ad-
ministered psychotropic drugs with-
out their consent and are regularly
subjected topsychiatric regimes with-
out their consent. For some of the
drugs routinely forced upon foster

children by the social services, no
long-term effects are known; extreme
cautions are given by the Physician's
Desk Reference against their use in
young children; and dangerous side
effects are listed. Nevertheless, foster

- children are forced to be the subjects

of such medical experimentation and
cruel treatments.

Experimentation on helpless chil-
dren is not a new phenomenon in
America. The infamous Kinsey Re-
port, written by Dr. Alfred Kinsey in
the 1940's, details sexual responses of
children as young as 2 months old.
Who would contend that these chil-
dren were willing participants inthese
experiments? The Kinsey Report de-
tails the torture of helpless children by
adult predators. Minority childrendid

* not escape the experiments. Accord-

ing to Dr. Judith A. Reisman, author

_of Kinsey, Sex and Fraud, "There is

no question that some of these chil-
dren(inthe Kinsey Report) weretaken
from the Black community, and some
would probably have been from sev-
eral Black orphanages and homes for
children that Kmsey and lus team

entered unmonitor

Kmseywasazoologxstwhobewme
a.sado-masochist in laboratory ex-
periments on infants and children,
whose responsestotorture weretimed
withastopwatch. Undertoday'sinter-
national law, Dr. Kinsey is an evil
law-breaker. As the Kinsey Institute

" of Indiana University embarks on its

50th anniversary celebration of its
founder'smacabre research, the voices
of thousandsof children victimized by

Kinsey cry out in anger and anguish,

- "Close the doors of Klnsey forever-

more. Bury his memory in a vacant
building under tomes of records of
unspeakable experithents inflicted on
innocent children." May 1997 be the
last year thatanyone onearth will ever
celebrate thememory of anymanwho
has murdered the innocence ofa child.



