
August 30,1997 INDIANA HERALD

Children For Sale
by Lawrence T. Newman

The headlines frcMn the Sudan were
enoughtoturnany(^'s stomach. For
ascant $15, a Sudanese child can be
bou^tfora lifepfmisery inmodern-
day slavery. Cliild selling is dt epi-
demiclevels int^i^onally. Plug into
theInternet, input"saleofchildren" or
"child traffidiig," and you will get
over500hits <m just tiieUnited Na
tions database. Where is the major
media coverage of -diis mcmstrous
global catastrophe? Nowhere to be
found. Today's news reports detail
President Clinton's golf game, but
ignore the plight of millions of our
world's children, their lives and fu
tures barteredand sold for a monetary
pittance.
The United Nations Commission on

HumanRightshasaddressedtheseri
ous global problem of the sale of
children inhundredsofdifferentdocu
ments. In a report submitted by the
Special Rapporteur appointed inac
cordance with]Resolution 1990/68,
the definition of "sale of children"
includes "a child transferred to an
otherperson inexchangefor asum of
mon^orother ccxisideraticxis which
donotccHistitutethe priceofthechild
but which nevertheless rq)resent un
justified profits." In-America, foster
care "represent(s) unjustifiedprofits"
toa^oicies wluch profiteer fi'om the
removal ofchildren fi^om theirTiomes
andthecontinuing placementofthese
childrenoutsideofpermanenthomes.
The profitability of foster care chil
dren is the root cause of children
finding their permanent homes inthe
penal system. Research documents
that 60-80%ofthe U.S.prisonpopu
lation used to be child-wards of the
State,andtheretheylearned thattheir
Uves had no meaning or worth to
anyone.

According to the U.N. Special
Rapporteur, "Thekey (in defining the
saleofchildren) is theexploitation of
the child, which usually entails the

action ofanother benefitingfinom the
child in violation of his/her rights."
Thisiscertainlythekeytotherapeutic
fostercare, inparticular, >^re chil-
drenarebilledoutat rateswhich reach

hundredofdollarsa day. Foster care
agenciesuse poor and minority chil
dren for heavy monetaiy gain. This
constitutesthe"saleofchildren,"wix>se
rights are violated as often as the
ocean's waves hit tte shore.

InIndiana,fosterchildrenare heldin
virtualbondageforanaverageof3»5

years versus thenational averageof
1.4years! Indiana's fosterchildrenare
over 40% Black, while the Afiican-
American population in Indiana is
about 8%! Foster children are fix)m

poorandworking poorfamilies. Indi
ana mirrors our nati(Mial shame - a

classist, racistfostercaresystemwhich
encourages the "saleofdiildren" for
the sake of profits to those who are
supposed to protect the children-

OnAugust6,1992, theUnited States
signedUie International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights (CCPR).
TheCCjPRexpressly recognizes that
"theinalienable rights ofallmembers
of thehuman &mily (including chil
dren) is the foundation of fieedom,
justiceandpeaceintheworld."Where
are our foster children's inalienable'

rights?
Foster care, and therapeutic foster

care, in particular, stand in direct
violation of international law as es

tablished in Article 7 of the CCPR,
whichforbids "cruel, inhumanor de-
grading^treatment or punishment. In
particular, no one shall be subjected
without his fi^eeconsent to medical or

scientificexperimentation."Therapeu-
tic foster children are routinely ad-,
ministered psychotropic drugs with
out their consent and are regularly
subjectedtopsychiatric regimeswith
out their consent. For some of the

drugs routinely forced upon foster

children by the social services, lio
long-termeffectsare known; extreme
cautions are givenby the Physician's
Desk Reference against their use in
young children; and dangerous side
effects are listed. Nevertheless, foster
childrenare forcedto be the subjects
of suchmedical experimentation and
cruel treatments.

E7q>erimentaticm on helpless diil
dren is not a new phoKmiencMi in
America. The infemous Kinsq' Re
port, written byDr.Alfied Kins^ in
the 1940's,details sexualresponsesof
children as young as 2 months old.
Who would contend that these cWl-
dren werewillingparticipants inth^
experiments? TheKins^ Report de
tailsthetortureofhelplesschildrenby
adultpredators. Minoritydiildrendid
notescape theexperiments. Accord
ingto Dr. Judith A. Reisman, author
of Kinsey, Sexand Fraud, "There is
no question that someof these chil-
dren(intheKinsey Report)weretaken
fi'omthe Blackcommunity,andsome
would probably havebeen fi:om sev
eralBladcorphanageS andhcxnes for
children that Kinsey and his team
entered unmonitored."

Kinsey wasa zoologistwho became
a sado-masochist in laboratory ex
periments on in^mts and children,
whoseresponsestotortureweretimed
withastopwatch.Undertoday's inter
national law, Dr. Kinsey is an evil
law-breaker. As the Kins^^ Institute
of Indiana University embarks <xi its
SOth anniversary celebration of its
founder'smacabreresearch,thevoices
ofthousandsofchildrenvictimizedby
Kinsey cryoutinanger andanguish,
"Close the doors of iSnsey forever-
more. Bury his memory in a vacant
building under tomes of records of
unspeakableexper^ents inflicted on
innocent childrra."May 1997 be the
lastyearthatanyoneonearthwillever
celebratethememoiyofanymanwho
has murdered the innocenceofachild.


